CITY OF CRESTVIEW HILLS

 REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

THURSDAY, APRIL 12, 2007
7:30 PM

CALL TO ORDER - With the Pledge of Allegiance and a silent prayer, Mayor Paul W. Meier called the meeting to order at 7:30 PM.

ROLL CALL - Present were Messrs. Frank Sommerkamp, Thomas Moser, Ralph Laird, and David Thiel as was Mrs. Colleen Collins Bright.  Mr. David Kramer was not present.
APPROVAL OF AGENDA – Mayor Meier desired item E under Committee Reports (Economic Development and Zoning) be moved to the beginning of the list as a large group representing Thomas More College was in attendance.  Ms. Wirthlin, City Clerk/Treasurer, inquired as to whether this item should be listed under New Business.  The Mayor replied in the negative.  
Approved as amended.

Motion: Mr.
 Laird



Second: Mr. Thiel
Ayes carried.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES –  Special meeting minutes of March 15, 2007.  
Mr. Thiel noted numerous spelling and grammatical errors and asked that they be corrected.  Approval for corrections.

Motion:  Mr. Thiel



Second:  Mr. Moser
Ayes carried.

CITIZENS AND GUESTS

Present was:

· A group from the Kenton County Government Academy, who is working currently with Kenton County Attorney Garry Edmonson, 

· Ken Palmer, newest Economic Development and Zoning committee member,
· Rob Dreyer, new Fire Chief at the City of Edgewood,

· Chief Herbst, who introduced the Authority’s newest officer, Sam Goodman.

MAYOR’S REPORT

· Eggs and Issues will be held Tuesday April 17 at Receptions in Erlanger commencing at 7:15 AM.
· Kenton County Fiscal Court has invited representatives from the City of Crestview Hills to attend an issue update referencing Kenton County dispatch services to be held at the court house in Covington on Thursday April 19 at 7 PM.
· The Kenton County Mayor’s Group will meet Saturday April 21 at the Erlanger City Building starting at 9 AM to discuss dispatch services and TIF information.
· Landscaping of the cell tower flag pole located adjacent to the western parking lot at the City Building has been completed.

· Fire Chief Scott McVey has invited Mayor, Council, and staff to attend an open house of the new facilities and equipment located at the Ft. Mitchell City Building.  The open house will take place Tuesday April 24 from 7 – 7:30 PM.
CITY ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT
1) In correlation with Earth Day, Bigg’s in Florence is holding an electronic recycling event on Saturday April 21 from 9 AM to 4 PM.  They will be accepting old computers, computer accessories, cell phones, and fax machines.  
2) The Kenton County spring clean-up will take place May 4, 5, and 6 from 8 AM to 6 PM at three locations:

a. Kenton County Public Works, 420 Independence Station Rd

b. DRT Construction, 1991 Walton Nicholson Pike

c. Piner Fire Dept., Bracht-Piner Rd.

Appliances and tires will be accepted at the Public Works location only.  Four tires per vehicle will be strictly enforced.  No paint or liquids accepted.

3) Gloria Dei Lutheran Church will sponsor litter pick-up along Shinkle Road on Saturday April 21 beginning at 10 AM.  
OLD BUSINESS 
Mayor Meier updated council on the Code Enforcement Board through the One Stop Shop at the Northern Kentucky Area Planning Commission.  Seven cities have signed the agreement for the joint Code Enforcement Board, two of which still need to make board appointment recommendations.  Judge Executive of Kenton County Ralph Drees will set the initial board members from the recommended appointees from each of the seven cities. 
NEW BUSINESS 

None.
COMMITTEE REPORTS

Economic Development – Mayor Meier introduced Gerry Dusing, Chairman of the Board of Trustees at Thomas More College, who noted the following individuals in attendance as well:
· Jay Bayer, Bayer Becker Engineering

· Bill Toebben, Toebben Construction, sits on the Board of Trustees as well and will serve as the Manager of Construction on this project.

· Terry Connor, Athletic Director, Thomas More College

· Jeff Kordenbrock, Director of Physical Plant, Thomas More College

Mr. Dusing advised Council that this presentation was for informational purposes only, then extolled that the changes to be made to the existing football field were considered by Thomas More College to be an upgrade only, not a change to the existing usage.  At the April 10 committee meeting, which CAO Dan Groth chaired in Mr. Kramer’s absence, the following topics were discussed:
· In phase I of the project, the field will be grated, lowered four feet, and widened to accommodate artificial turf, its associated, code compliant drainage and an eight lane all-weather surfaced track.  Thomas More College is sensitive toward the residents on Trevino Ridge and has taken into account additional plantings that will be needed to assist with screening.
· In phase II of the project, a permanent press box and stands will be constructed to sit approximately 10 to 12 feet above the track in the first row.  Updated concession stands, a training facility, and locker rooms will be built during this phase also.  There is the possibility, dependent upon funding, that the two phases will be simultaneously produced.  
At this juncture, Mayor Meier asked Mr. Thiel if he had something to say.  Mr. Thiel shared his need for recusion due to his architectural firm’s involvement with this project. 

· Conduit and corresponding infrastructure will be laid for 4 light stanchions.  Photometric studies were done that concluded if the lights were pointed toward the middle of the field and situated to eliminate shadows, the light should not bleed into neighboring resident’s yards.
· A new sound system will be installed and the technology is such that the sound should not bleed into neighboring resident’s yards.  
Mr. Dusing pointed out that at the Economic Development Committee meeting on the 10th, the committee recommended approval of the project with one condition, which was suggested by the College.  The condition being to invite those believed to be affected by the change to a presentation of the project to be held on campus.  Those invited will be at the City’s discretion with names and addresses being provided by the City Administrator, but not exclusive of adjoining property owners.
Mr. Laird inquired that since the College would now have a regulation football and soccer field and track, if future evening games were planned.  

Mr. Dusing replied that at this time there are no plans to have evening start times for games, although it is possible that they could run into the evening hours.  There will be lights in phase II and they will be utilized.
Mayor Meier made Council cognizant of the fact that as long as the upgrades fall within the guidelines for the Institutional Zone, the College does not have to seek stage I or II approval from Council and the plan can go directly to NKAPC.  

Mr. Sommerkamp made the motion to accept the project as presented with the caviat of the resident’s invitation to a separate presentation, seconded by Mr. Moser.  Mrs. Bright and Mr. Laird voted aye as well with Mr. Thiel recusing.
Public Works – Mr. Sommerkamp reported that:

· The lone bid received for the construction of the Dixie Highway median strip, located in front of the Lookout Farm subdivision, was from Scott Jones Landscaping for approximately $37,300.  The strip should be completed before the next council meeting.
· The improvements to Dixie Heights High School are complete.  The City will construct concrete curbing on the north side of Summit Drive and resurface from Dixie Highway to the Dixie Lane intersection.  Committee approved this week to request separate bids for the construction of the box curbs and resurfacing of the street.
· The Kentucky Transportation Cabinet is discussing suggestions that include extending the southbound Turkeyfoot Road “stacking lane extension” that the City funded two years ago from E I-275 to Dudley Road.  Another idea was to build a second left turn lane from northbound Turkeyfoot Road onto the entrance ramp to West I-275.  The initial proposal of constructing an additional lane on northbound Turkeyfoot Road from Villa Madonna Drive to US Bank would have cost approximately $500,000.  All aforementioned suggestions could cost around 2.5M.  With none of the proposals mentioned in the Kentucky Transportation Cabinet’s six year plan, the City must now lobby in Frankfort for discretionary funding to commence building an additional lane on northbound Turkeyfoot Road from College Park Drive to E I-275.
· Thomas More Parkway needs resurfacing within the next fiscal year with the installation of a subsurface drain where water ascends through pavement, preceding the resurfacing project.  A subsurface drain may be needed on Horsebranch Road as well.
· During the annual “drive-through” it was noted that sections of paving needed replaced on some streets.  It is anticipated that will be done in early summer.
An Edgewood resident made a request that a yielding left turn on green be permitted from southbound Turkeyfoot Road onto Thomas More Parkway and from southbound Turkeyfoot Road onto Dudley Road.  The resident was informed that with a double left-turn lane, a yielding left turn on green was not permitted, however the left turn at Dudley Road intersection is at the discretion of the Kentucky Transportation Cabinet, District 6.
Finance – A meeting to discuss FY07 revenues and expenditures and upcoming FY08 budget procedures was held Tuesday April 10.  Mayor Meier asked the committee chairpersons to fill out the prioritized request for budget considerations and submit to the City Clerk/Treasurer so the Finance Committee may meet and discuss a draft proposal of the budget for first reading at May’s Council meeting.
Safety –  Mayor Meier noted that the committee met to discuss dispatch services after meeting with the cities of Edgewood, Ft. Mitchell, and Lakeside Park.  A letter was sent to Erlanger expressing interest in going to the next step in using their dispatch services.
Mr. Sommerkamp desired to comment about this matter by saying:

“I have a lot of reservations about the 9-1-1 dispatch.  Ten years ago, I suggested to this Council, with the development of Summit Lakes, which is right in the front yard of the Edgewood Fire Department, it’s probably an additional five minutes by road for the Ft. Mitchell Fire Department, which covered the whole City at that time for fire and EMS, to reach the Summit Lakes and the assisted living project development there at Atria Summit Hills and I suggested that maybe Edgewood be contacted and contracted with to cover part of the City.  Well, the nay-sayers said we couldn’t split the City by entities, Edgewood and Ft. Mitchell and so forth, well anyway, between the telephone company and the County technicians, they found a way to do it and for the last nine years, why, Edgewood has been covering everything from Summit Hills east, including Summit Lakes, Grandview Summit, the apartment complex, and so one.  Probably about 25 percent of the city or something like that and the rest of the City is still covered by Ft. Mitchell.  We’ve had no problems.  And you know, I say to, when we are talking to residents that residents really don’t care whether their garbage is an hour late being picked up or whether there’s a pothole on their street but they do care when they dial 9-1-1 that they get a top notch officer or they get a top notch technician for EMS and so on.  In ten years, I’ve not heard one complaint from the police department or from the Police Authority about our arrangements with the County.  Now out of the blue, some police officers, and Paul [Herbst] you and I haven’t talked so this does not pertain to you at all, but some police officers in Kenton County who have their noses all out of joint because the mobile data terminals don’t work the way they were promised by the County, and I don’t blame them for being upset.  I don’t blame them for being upset.  Motorola, the supplier, apparently told the County a lot of things and the County told us a lot of things and the police chiefs and so there’s some strained feelings but I really feel that Erlanger has stirred this discontent.  And I am sorry if some feelings have been hurt but the truth of the matter is we are not dealing with feelings; we are dealing with safety and we are dealing with life and death and it’s not a case of let’s throw the baby out with the bath water.  Believe me, to me the police problems if they have problems with 
the supplier like the County on the dispatch, that should bubble up to the Mayors of the various cities and the Mayors then sit down with the people in the counties, or county, and solve the problem.  So the police are upset with the county.  The police have been wooed by Erlanger, my concern is that we might make this decision based on feelings rather than the fact that we have not a broken system, so why should we try and fix it?  We have 3100 residents in Crestview Hills who elected the seven of us sitting at this table to provide the best, not the cheapest.  I don’t care whether Erlanger or somebody else or Park Hills can do it for a buck or 75 cents cheaper; I don’t put a price on safety.  So from the standpoint of doing this or switching dispatch systems just because our feelings are hurt or somebody’s feelings are hurt, or that we can save a buck seventy five here or there, I’m just concerned about it and I would hope that when it comes down to it, we remember that.  The system that we set up ten years ago by splitting the City 70/30, we’ve got two great departments covering us, we haven’t had a problem and I don’t see any reason for us to try and fix something that isn’t broken.”
After Mr. Moser voiced his affirmation, Mayor Meier stated to Mr. Sommerkamp that the dispatch service has been a topic at about every Mayor’s meeting; about the dispatch, the MDTs, and the services that were expected when those were put in and they have not performed, to the point that the Deputy Judge Executive concurred with the fact that they dropped the ball.  The subject was concluded by avowing that the best possible decision will be made on behalf of Crestview Hills’ residents.
Economic Development – Mayor Meier confirmed that the talk about a new Kenton County Jail site possibly being in Crestview Hills will be fought and outlined the letter sent in opposition to a Crestview Hills site.  Carole Franzen, an Independence council member, expressed that the group of which she is a part is working with several Kenton County officials and invited members of Crestview Hills Council to join the group.  
Recreation –  Mrs. Bright confirmed the following dates:
· Saturday March 31 the Easter party was held.  Instead of having an Easter Egg Hunt, we had a bag of treats for the kids and coffee and cookies for the adults.  The Easter Bunny was on hand for pictures.  About 40 children were present.
· Friday, May 25th, 7:10 P.M., vs. Pittsburgh Pirates in the Club seats, section 307.  All 30 tickets are sold.
· Saturday, June 9th, 7:10 P.M., vs. Cleveland Indians, field seating behind third base in Section 113.  There are 54 tickets available @ $20.00 per ticket.  Price includes admission to the game only.  Transportation and food on your own.    
· Saturday, July 7th, 7:10 P.M., vs. Arizona Diamondbacks on the Party Deck.  Tickets are sold out. 
· Florence Freedom games have been scheduled.  The first date is Monday, June 18th, at 6:00 P.M., at a cost of $5.00 per ticket.  It is dollar hot dog and soft drink night at Champion Window Field.  The second date is Sunday, June 29th, at 6:00 P.M., at a cost of $10.00 per ticket.  This game features seating at the Party Deck and includes a buffet from Shane’s Ribs and a Blues Brothers show.
· The annual picnic and golf at Summit to be held August 7.
· Watercolor classes are being scheduled.

· The next committee meeting will be Wednesday April 18.
Communications – Mr. Groth stated that another newsletter should be mailed around the first week of May.  
Building –. An inspection with CDS architects will take place Friday April 13 at 8:30 AM.  

Motion to adjourn the council meeting made at 8:26 PM by Mr. Laird, seconded by Mr. Sommerkamp.  Ayes carried.
____________________________                     ______________________________

Mayor Paul W. Meier                                       City Clerk C.R. Wirthlin 

