CITY OF CRESTVIEW HILLS

REVISED SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

THURSDAY, MARCH 15, 2007

7:30 PM

CALL TO ORDER - With the Pledge of Allegiance and a silent prayer, Mayor Paul W. Meier called the meeting to order at 7:30 PM.

ROLL CALL - Present were Mrs. Colleen Collins-Bright, Messrs. David Kramer, Ralph Laird, Tom Moser and David Thiel.  Mr. Frank Sommerkamp was not present.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA – Mayor Meier stated that the agenda could not be changed as this is a special meeting:

Motion: Mr.
 Kramer


Second: Mr. Thiel

Ayes carried.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES –  Special meeting minutes of  February 15, 2007.  

Approved as submitted.

Motion:  Mr. Kramer


Second:  Mr. Moser

Ayes carried.

CITIZENS AND GUESTS

Jason Feldman, Northern Kentucky Recorder; Chief Paul Herbst & Sgt. Chris Schutte, Lakeside Park/Crestview Hills Police Authority; David Jansing, Ft. Mitchell Fire & EMS; Dr. David Quast, Quast Development & Greg Tilsley, Tilsley Engineering.   

MAYOR’S REPORT

· The Mayor’s Group will meet on Saturday, March 17th starting at 9:00 AM at the Crescent Springs City Building.

· Eggs & Issues – Tuesday, March 20th at 7:15 AM at Turfway Park. The topic is: “The story behind Land’s End.”  

· Ft. Mitchell Appreciation Dinner Saturday, March 31st at Drawbridge.

· HB 177 has passed the Kentucky House and Senate to change the City of Crestview Hills from Class 5 to Class 4.  The Governor needs only to sign it and it will take effect immediately.  Thanks to Jon Draud, State Representative, for sponsoring and filing the bill and other legislators for their assistance.

CITY ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT

· Received a 50% grant in the amount of $125,274 from Sanitation District #1 referencing the Summit Drive Stormwater Project.  $30,000 belongs to Crestview Hills for their contribution of $60,000 +, $95,274 goes to the Kenton County School Board.  Mr. Groth explained that the City could have to pay that money back to the Sanitation District contingent on whether or not the Sanitation District wins or loses a current lawsuit.  

· The City of Independence and KLC will be hosting a seminar on Friday, April 13th titled “City Government Basics” from 9 AM – 3 PM.  Council members are encouraged to attend.

· The City Newsletter went out this week.

Mary Ann Stewart noted that in the aforementioned lawsuit, the Sanitation District appears victorious.  There is a 30 day discretionary period for appeal and a petition has not been filed thus far.
OLD BUSINESS 

A.  Second Reading of Ordinance 2007-2-1 

Mayor Meier acknowledged a previous interlocal agreement had been approved through council for a Code Enforcement Board.  Due to some wording and concerns expressed by the Kenton County Attorney Edmonson, a hollow City of Crestview Hills Code Enforcement Board must be created to participate in a joint city-county code enforcement board and establish powers of authority.  The City, in lieu of creating a separate Board consisting only of residents of Crestview Hills, shall instead participate in a seven member City County Board as per KRS 65.8811.
A motion for passage of the ordinance was made by Mr. Moser, seconded by Mr. Thiel.
Ayes carried.

NEW BUSINESS 

A. Site Plan approval request – Mayor Meier introduced the subject by saying that the stage I plan for the Research Park area was approved quite some time ago and new construction constitutes changes to that plan which must have approval.  
Greg Tillsley with Tillsley and Associates Architects (representing Quast Development and Dr. David Quast) explained that the site development on this 6.9 acre parcel has been ongoing for about 12 months so it could be flattened in some places and contoured in others for this project.  The preliminary plan, shown about 18 months ago with the application for site excavation, showed two office buildings, one 40,000 sq ft and the other 18,000 sq ft.  After the site became more developed, both buildings were changed to 27,500 sq ft.  Material used in construction will be similar to others used in the Research Park:  brick, tinted glass, and a standing seam metal roof.  The buildings are expected to have office or medical usage.
Parking lots will be in the front and back of the buildings and tiered with the main entrance curb cut on Centreview Blvd. with landscaping surrounding the parking lots. The landscaping, in addition to requirements per ordinance, could surround the Centreview building sign, and there will additional trees and bushes along Rhine Valley & Centre View Blvd.
Mr. Tillsley met with the Economic Development Committee and the following concerns of the Committee were discussed and are being addressed:

1. Sidewalks along Centreview & Rhine Valley Lane were not shown in this plan; however, they will be included in the final Stage II drawings.

2. A residential buffer will be provided by existing trees in the back of the building.
3. The signs on the plan are located within a 25’ setback, which is not in accordance with the zoning ordinance.  Other lot locations for signage are under investigation and will be on the final plan.
4. Cardinal Engineering has done a storm water analysis for the site and has determined a need for at least 33,000 gallon detention.  An underground piping system in the rear of the property that will retain water for a time and then release it to a ravine at the south of the lot.  
5. A Retaining wall will be installed with details shown further in stage II.

6. The feasibility of putting a current overhead utility line underground is being analyzed and photometric studies have been done for lighting.
Mr. Kramer stated that there were only 3 people present at the Economic Development meeting, not enough for final Committee approval.  However, Mayor Meier suggested this is a minor change to the stage I approval with total stage I approval going to NKAPC.  Mr. Kramer made the motion for Stage I minor change approval pending discussed changes to the signage, sidewalks and landscaping.  Motion seconded by Mr. Thiel.
Ayes carried.

B. Resolution 2007-3-1 – A resolution by the City of Crestview Hills supporting the application for Congestion Mitigation Air Quality (CMAQ) Funds to add a second left turn lane from northbound Turkeyfoot Road (KY 1303) onto westbound I-275, and to add a northbound lane on Turkeyfoot Road (KY 1303) from Villa Madonna Drive to the I-275 eastbound entrance ramp.  The purpose is to relieve traffic congestion and improve air quality.  Motion to accept as presented made by Mr. Moser seconded by   Mr. Kramer. 
Ayes carried.

C. Discussion of Public Safety Dispatch Services – Mayor Meier reported that in November, the Mayor’s Group provided questions to the Kenton County Fiscal Court regarding the joining of Kenton County dispatch services and Covington dispatch services.  The answers that came back were not the caliber of services expected.  This resulted in several cities seeking alternate solutions for the provision of 911 dispatch services.   Some have already met with the City of Erlanger about the possibility of contracting with them instead of Kenton County.  The cities of Edgewood. Ft. Mitchell, Lakeside Park, and Crestview Hills will meet next week to discuss their options.  After this discussion, Mayor Meier will call a meeting of the Safety Committee and let them make a recommendation to Council.

The 911 fee is currently $1.50 per telephone land line and with the combined Kenton County / Covington could rise to $4.50 per month per telephone landline.  Judge Drees has sent a letter to the City for the fee to be frozen at $2.75 for two years.

Mr. Kramer noted that the issue is one of safety, not necessarily cost and informed Council that the Police Authority has deferred comments and recommendations as to the functionality of the current system to the officers in the field. Chief Herbst was asked to make further comments.  Chief Herbst urged Council to look at the project with an open mind and further expressed that there have been concerns over various issues with the County Dispatch System for three years, the main issue being that officers cannot obtain necessary data from the mobile data terminals situated in the cruisers.  Kenton County said the programming problems with the new system were Motorola’s fault and therefore not delivered the type of services that were promised when the Cities of Lakeside Park and Crestview Hills first contracted with them.  Mayors and Chiefs have not been satisfied with the pace at which the County is resolving the issues with the system.

Erlanger would like an answer about interest in contracting with them by the end of March.

Mr. Thiel inquired about a cost comparison and it was noted that cost will be dependant on how many cities decide to contract with Erlanger.  Mayor Meier said there will be a higher cost no matter which system the city chooses but Crestview Hills should be cautious about whom Ft. Mitchell and Edgewood contracts with as well as considering the Police Authority.  It is important that all try to use the same service.  
Mary Ann Stewart stated that there is proposed legislation to tie funding to cell phones versus only to land lines.

Erlanger, if chosen, is asking for a three year commitment while Kenton County would like an answer which service the City chooses by July 1st.

COMMITTEE REPORTS
Public Works – Mayor Meier reported.

1. Auto damage from the first ice storm occurred to a rock wall at the entrance to Lookout Farm Drive.  Repairs have been made.

2.  Mr. Groth has set March 22nd and 23rd for street sweeping.

3. The next meeting of the Committee will be in April.
Police Authority – 

1.  Mr. Laird introduced a new officer, James Jackson, who has experience with the Kentucky State Patrol.

2.  A proposed budget has been submitted with a 10% increase.  Reasons for higher costs can be attributed to pension (CERS), health and life insurance and the purchase of a new vehicle.  

3.  Mr. Laird stated that the parking lot sign, prohibiting parking in the parking lot’s wording “will be towed” is too strong and prohibits citizen parking. Mayor Meier recalled that there was in the beginning an overflow agreement with West Shell that when the Applebee’s lot was full, patrons could park at West Shell lot first.  Since the company is now Coldwell Banker he is not sure what the agreement between Applebee’s and Colwell Banker states. Dan will contact Applebee’s management to see if there is still an overflow agreement. Mr. Thiel and Mr. Kramer are both in favor of allowing police discretion about enforcement of the parking ordinance in the parking lot utilized by the Police.  Mayor Meier stated that upon the purchase of the original west parking lot from the Crestview Hills Mall, the City agreed to allow the City lot to be overflow for the Mall when necessary.

Economic Development –

1. Mr. Kramer had nothing to add to the previous discussion.

2. Mayor Meier presented a picture of the progression on the new Columbia Sussex project.

3. The new Surgery building had a ground breaking ceremony, which he attended.

4. Mayor Meier has written a letter of malcontent to the Kenton County Fiscal Court regarding inclusion of a Centreview Blvd. site in their search of new jail sites. The current owner of the property has had an offer of interest for additional residential units.  A meeting with the Fiscal Court should be scheduled soon.  

Recreation – Mrs. Bright confirmed the following dates:  

1.  Saturday March 31 at 11AM in the City Building meeting room will be the Easter party.  Instead of having an Easter Egg Hunt, we will have a bag of treats for the kids and coffee and cookies for the adults.  The Easter Bunny will be on hand for pictures.
2. The newsletter has the dates of the Reds Games.
Communications – Mr. Groth stated that a newsletter was mailed. 

Telecommunications – Mary Ann Stewart reported that an FCC ruling, made in March which opened up the ability of a second franchisee to provide cable service to cities is being appealed nationally.

Building –  Mr. Groth reported that Endeavor Construction will address the following:

1. Locks on Police side.

2. Lighting issues

3. Drywall cracks

4. HVAC zone problems – Mr. Moser will research.

Motion to adjourn the council meeting made at 8:45 PM by Mr. Laird, seconded by Mr. Kramer.  Ayes carried.
____________________________                     ______________________________

Mayor Paul W. Meier                                     Acting City Clerk Judy Cox 

