CITY OF CRESTVIEW HILLS

 SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

THURSDAY, JUNE 7, 2007
7:30 PM

CALL TO ORDER - With the Pledge of Allegiance and a silent prayer, Mayor Paul W. Meier called the meeting to order at 7:30 PM.

ROLL CALL - Present were Messrs. Frank Sommerkamp, Thomas Moser, Ralph Laird, and David Thiel as was Mrs. Colleen Collins Bright.  Mr. David Kramer was not present.
APPROVAL OF AGENDA – motion to accept made by Mr. Moser, seconded by Mr. Laird.  Ayes carried.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES –  Approval for minutes of the May 10, 2007 Council meeting as submitted.

Motion:  Mr. Sommerkamp 

Second:  Ms. Bright
Ayes carried.

CITIZENS AND GUESTS

Residents were in attendance to express concerns and points of view regarding the ponds in the Old Crestview subdivision.  This topic is addressed later in the meeting.
MAYOR’S REPORT

· Crestview Hills was ruled out as a potential alternate jail site at the last Kenton County Fiscal Court meeting.  Resolution 2007-5-2 opposing the Centreview Blvd. proposal was mailed to the Fiscal Court after last month’s passage.
· Attendance at today’s Dixie Fix meeting yielded the information that two projects about which the City is concerned has been placed on an unfunded six year project list.  The first would be the construction of an additional left turn lane from northbound Turkeyfoot Rd. onto westbound I-275 and the second would be an additional lane from Thomas More Parkway to the eastbound I-275 ramp.  Limited funding information was presented as well.
· The City of Crestview Hills and City Clerk/Treasurer C.R. Wirthlin have received a sixth consecutive award for Excellence in Financial Reporting from the Government Finance Officer’s Association of the United States and Canada.
CITY ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT
1) An event sponsored by the Northern Kentucky Chamber of Commerce called “Northern Kentucky United” will be held Wednesday June 20 from 5:30 PM to 8:30 PM at Newport on the Levee and the Purple People Bridge.  The purpose of the event is to meet with legislators to speak with them regarding regional or local concerns and to thank them for their service thus far.  
OLD BUSINESS 
A. Second Reading of Ordinance 2007-5-1 – Fiscal Year 2007-2008 Budget
 Without initial discussion, Mr. Laird made the motion to accept the budget as presented in the ordinance with the supporting documentation.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Thiel.  Mr. Sommerkamp voiced displeasure at the inclusion of $50,000 for lighting in the Research Park.  After revisiting the history of why approximately 900’ of Centreview Blvd. is unlighted, Mayor Meier noted that recent changes in the zoning code has resulted in original developers including street lighting as a part of current development plans; however, this was not the case when the Research Park was being constructed around Thomas More College primarily.    
CALL FOR VOTE:

Mr. Laird – yes, Mr. Moser – yes, Mr. Thiel – yes, Ms. Bright – yes, Mr. Sommerkamp – no.   
B.
Discussion of 9-1-1 dispatch services

Mayor Meier started discussion by recapping events and meetings to this point.  Mr. Moser disputed information in prior meetings regarding problems encountered by the Police with mobile data transmitters and service in general through Kenton County dispatch and stated that it should not be a big deal for officers to come back to the City Building to fill out reports rather than submitting reports through the MDTs.  Mr. Moser also declared that a switch in services from Kenton County to Erlanger would result in residents of Crestview Hills paying an extra $8,000 cumulatively on their phone bills.  

Mr. Sommerkamp held that the only people calling the shots would be City of Erlanger’s administrative and elected officials and contracted cities would have no say in daily operations or procedures.

Mr. Moser and Mr. Sommerkamp felt that Kenton County has worked out the issues in question and Crestview Hills should stay with Kenton County dispatch services.  It was pointed out by Mr. Groth that Kenton County was talking with Covington about merging services; however they are now researching combining services with Newport and Campbell County, therefore, Kenton County is unsure of their own direction.    

Mayor Meier inquired about the recommendation of the Safety Committee.  Mr. Moser replied that the committee recommended that Crestview Hills follow the leads of Ft. Mitchell and Edgewood with whom Fire and EMS are contracted.  However, Mr. Moser made the motion that Crestview Hills oppose the direction Ft. Mitchell and Edgewood are taking [to switch 9-1-1 dispatch services to the City of Erlanger] unless we have more say in daily operations and more detail on problems.  Mr. Sommerkamp seconded the motion.  It was opposed by Mr. Laird, Ms. Bright, and Mr. Thiel and was therefore defeated.

After more discussion about current inquiries [between counties and cities], Mr. Moser followed the recommendation of the Safety Committee and made the motion that if the cities of Ft. Mitchell and Edgewood opt to switch services, Crestview Hills will follow suit and do the same.  Motion seconded by Mr. Laird and opposed only by Mr. Sommerkamp.  Ayes carried.
NEW BUSINESS 

A.
Ponds in Old Crestview subdivision

Mr. Hank Boehmer, 129 Sunset, addressed council regarding the condition of three ponds in the Old Crestview subdivision and asked that necessary funding for needed repairs be put in the City’s budget by noting (also see Mr. Boehmer’s notes listed as attachment A):
· In the original trust agreement, the ponds were set aside for public use as a park area for the subdivision, which made up “the entire city” at that time (1941, Crestview Hills incorporated in 1951).  Therefore, even though the documentation set the area up in a private trust, it should be considered public property to which the City could contribute to maintenance.
· Park Board should not be “penalized” since the trust agreement does not provide for revenue generation and organizations such as homeowner associations can have a lien placed on a resident’s deed if homeowner association dues are not paid.  Residents in Old Crestview subdivision pay a small annual voluntary fee to Park Board for maintenance of ponds and not all residents contribute.  
· Original residents of Old Crestview subdivision were not visionaries, did not expect the City to be any larger, and could not have possibly imagined what Crestview Hills has become.
· Storm run off from dedicated City streets has caused the problem of excessive silt and other natural debris in the ponds which accelerated deterioration of the dams, therefore the City should feel obligated to make these particular repairs.

· The ponds have reached such a state that it was recommended to the Park Board that they no longer expend monies on chemical treatments.
· Referencing a memorandum by Mary Ann Stewart, City Attorney, to the City of Crestview Hills dated July 19, 2006, the Park Board members and consulted attorneys interpreted it to say that the City could contribute to the ponds project because the Park Board sees itself as a non-profit organization.  
· Since the City has funded beautification and repair projects on public right-of-ways, it can fund the pond repairs since the ponds are considered a public park area within the Old Crestview subdivision.

Mr. Ed Monohan, 21 Winding Way, had worked with City of Florence on some building and zoning issues and expressed that anything determined to be a public purpose can be a public purpose and will not be questioned by anyone.  
Mr. Bill Scheben, 132 Sunset, brought up the point of an easement that had been granted for a water main that runs through one of the ponds. 

Collectively, Mayor Meier, Dan Groth, City Administrator, Mary Ann Stewart, City Attorney, and C.R. Wirthlin, City Clerk/Treasurer addressed the issues at hand by replying:
· The City is not legally responsible for the manner in which private trusts are established and maintained.

· The City cannot expend public funds for private property.  Court cases and opinions of the Kentucky Attorney General have upheld this on several occasions.  
· The Sanitation District was consulted to seek an opinion whether the ponds could be considered storm water retention ponds.  Upon review, Jeff Eger, General Director of The Sanitation District, stated that the Sanitation District did not view the ponds as retention as much as aesthetic and therefore would not qualify for grants.
· The memorandum from July 19, 2006 was written in reference to charitable contributions to charitable organizations that present public purposes and forwards the City’s purpose.  In that particular circumstance, a donation to the Northern Kentucky Encyclopedia, which is a compilation of history, historic locations, and tourist attractions in the Northern Kentucky region, was seen as promoting the City’s interest in attracting businesses and tourism to the City.
Many ideas and discussions took place with the final outcome of this meeting being that the subject will go back to the Public Works Committee where they will attempt recommendations that do not violate KRS or the Kentucky Constitution with reference to public funds expended on privately owned property.

(With this section, also note Attachment B, copy of the paperwork establishing the trust to maintain the ponds, and Attachment C, letter of opinion issued by the City Clerk/Treasurer.)
B.
Information on meeting with Condominium owners regarding street maintenance.


Mayor Meier briefly noted that he and Mr. Groth met with condominium owners from Summit Lakes and Lookout Farm who desired the City dedicate their streets and take over maintenance and repairs thereon.  Mayor Meier and Mr. Groth agreed and expressed that the privately owned streets could not be brought up to current code but if the owners wished to bring them up to code at their own expense, they could petition the City again for dedication.
COMMITTEE REPORTS

Public Works – Mr. Sommerkamp reported that:

· During the annual “drive-through” it was noted that sections of paving needed replaced on some streets.  It is anticipated that will be done in early summer.

· The Kentucky Transportation Cabinet has been approached to improve Turkeyfoot Road by providing a left turn storage lane for northbound traffic onto Mall Rd.

· Thomas More Parkway needs resurfacing within the next fiscal year with the installation of a subsurface drain where water ascends through pavement, preceding the resurfacing project.  A subsurface drain may be needed on Horsebranch Road as well.

· Crestview Hills Mall Road is being studied to develop possible solutions to traffic problems.
· The City received bids for improvements to Summit Drive paving, including concrete curb and gutter along the north side and resurfacing from Dixie Highway to Dixie Lane.  The contract will be awarded to Len Riegler Blacktop who is expected to complete the project before August 15, 2007.
· Mr. Berling and Mr. Sommerkamp have discussed the potential need to widen the turn radius at Centreview Blvd. onto westbound Thomas More Parkway due to increased semi-tractor trailer traffic.  
Police Authority – Mr. Laird informed of the first reading of the Authority budget.
Fire/EMS  –  Mr. Groth reported that Crestview Hills has paid its fair share of the housing expenses to Ft. Mitchell for Transcare EMS technicians.
Recreation –  Mrs. Bright confirmed the following dates:
· Saturday, June 9th, 7:10 P.M., vs. Cleveland Indians, field seating behind third base in Section 113.  There are about 8 tickets available @ $20.00 per ticket.  Price includes admission to the game only.  Transportation and food on your own.    
· Saturday, July 7th, 7:10 P.M., vs. Arizona Diamondbacks on the Party Deck.  Tickets are sold out. 
· Florence Freedom games have been scheduled.  The first date is Monday, June 18th, at 6:00 P.M., at a cost of $5.00 per ticket.  It is dollar hot dog and soft drink night at Champion Window Field.  The second date is Sunday, June 29th, at 6:00 P.M., at a cost of $10.00 per ticket.  This game features seating at the Party Deck and includes a buffet from Shane’s Ribs and a Blues Brothers show.
· The annual picnic and golf at Summit to be held August 7.
· Watercolor classes have been scheduled for Monday evenings beginning June 18 and ending July 23.
· The next committee meeting will be Wednesday June 20.
Personnel – Mayor Meier told of the meeting to review staff and raises.
Communications – Mayor Meier notified of the website updates and Mr. Groth stated that another newsletter should be mailed toward the beginning of July.  
Building –  Issues are still present throughout the building.
Motion to adjourn the council meeting made at 9:43 PM by Mr. Laird, seconded by Mr. Sommerkamp.  Ayes carried.
____________________________                     ______________________________

Mayor Paul W. Meier                                       City Clerk C.R. Wirthlin 
