CITY OF CRESTVIEW HILLS

 REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

THURSDAY, MAY 10, 2007
7:30 PM

CALL TO ORDER - With the Pledge of Allegiance and a silent prayer, Mayor Paul W. Meier called the meeting to order at 7:30 PM.

ROLL CALL - Present were Messrs. Frank Sommerkamp, Thomas Moser, Ralph Laird, and David Kramer as was Mrs. Colleen Collins Bright.  Mr. David Thiel was not present.
APPROVAL OF AGENDA – skipped
APPROVAL OF MINUTES –  Mayor Meier stated that during the April meeting a motion was made to accept the special meeting minutes of March 15, 2007.  Therefore, a motion was not made to accept the completely revised version of the aforementioned minutes.
Mr. Moser noted that in the March 15, 2007 revised minutes that Greg Tillsley’s name was misspelled on page 1 with only one “l’” and in the April 12, 2007 minutes it was believed that the first item in the list under “Citizens and Guests” should read, “A group from the Kenton County Government Academy, which is working currently with Kenton County Attorney Garry Edmonson.”  Mr. Kramer added that he believed the word “recusion” should be changed to “recusal” under “Committee Reports”- Public Works, page 3, second paragraph.    Approval for both sets of minutes as corrected.

Motion:  Mr. Kramer


Second:  Mr. Sommerkamp
Ayes carried.

CITIZENS AND GUESTS

Residents were in attendance to express concerns and points of view regarding the proposed changes by Thomas More College to the existing football field.  The changes would turn the field into a multi-use athletic facility with overhead stadium lights, training and weight room, upgraded stadium style seating, and an eight lane all weather track that will be open to the general public.
Before discussions occurred, Mr. Kramer recused himself since his law firm represents Thomas More College.

Mayor Meier read a prepared statement which is as follows:

“Concerns have been raised about Crestview Hills Council’s handling of the recent request from Thomas More College for the upgrade to the football/soccer field [which includes] the addition of the track in phase I, to stands, concession, and lighting in phase II.  Institutional zones allow for athletic facilities.  Lighting is also permitted if there is no glare on adjacent properties.  This council has interpreted that if these upgrades are within these guidelines, only a building permit is required.  The City has authorized the Northern Kentucky Area Planning Commission, and they’ve actually done this for many, many years, to consider the site plan of any site, and to issue the permits as the City’s agent.  We have also consulted with outside legal counsel, Dale Wilson, who is here tonight, to look at this issue and I would like for him to – we’ve discussed this issue with him and we would like for him to more or less go over what he sees this issue and we would be more than happy to listen to residents on this issue.”
Dale Wilson who has 31 years experience as a planning commission attorney in Boone County recounted the actions of council at the April 12, 2007 meeting and determined that the City could not have done anything else as the procedures for building and zoning permits has changed since the last time this issue was addressed before council, which was August 12, 1999.
Residents present were:

· Brian Guernier, 567 Trevino Ridge,

· Bob and Terri Hudepohl, 2487 Legends Way,
· Debbie Randall, 221 College Park,

· Peggy Fritz, 563 Trevino Ridge,

· Lance Reid, 558 Trevino Ridge,

· Jeff Erpenbeck, 551 Trevino Ridge,
· Barbara Beimesch, 2470 Legends Way,

· Jean Taylor, 506 Palmer Ct.,

· Jim Wilshire, 509 Palmer Ct.,

· Richard Lawrence and Rob Lewis from the Lawrence Firm representing several families in the Summit Lakes subdivision with reference to the proposed changes to the Thomas More football field.

Mr. Guernier gave a prepared speech (note attachment A) in which the following points of view were expressed:

· TMC football field not just a renovation or upgrade of what is currently there, but a total demolition and removal of all existing facilities
· Soil pushed to east end to create larger field with synthetic turf and associated drainage to be installed

· Significant portion of trees and vegetation removed

· Existing aluminum bleachers removed, replaced with permanent seats with a triple capacity of over 3,000

· New locker rooms, restrooms, concession stands, scoreboard, light stanchions, and artificial track
· Existing field used about 6 times annually, with the additional features could be used many, many more times throughout the year

· Bleeding of lights and increased crowds and noise onto adjacent residential properties exacerbates infringement of privacy, loss of property value, greater security risks
· Crowds, unable to find parking at Thomas More College, park on residential streets and walk through neighborhood yards to access the field currently.  The new facility will substantially add to this problem and pose greater safety and security anxieties.
· Lack of disclosure [by Thomas More College regarding the number of times per year the field will be in use, rented to outside parties, how many nights the lights will be on and what time they will be turned off] raises concerns about neighbors’ ability to enjoy family time.

Each resident chimed in with their version of the aforementioned, and some heated discussions ensued about the proximity of the lights to property lines, whether the new facility constitutes a conditional use [according to Mayor Meier and Dale Wilson, it does not], the levels of noise expected from the new PA system, safety and security issues caused by strangers parking on residential streets and walking through private yards.
Mayor Meier ended the discussion by saying that the City is willing to work as an intermediary between Thomas More College and the affected residents by attempting to arrange a meeting that can be held in the City Building’s meeting room.  
Mary Ann Stewart joined council members as Dale Wilson departed.  (Dale Wilson was legal counsel for this matter only, as Ms. Stewart’s firm is involved with the project)

MAYOR’S REPORT

· Crestview Hills will be having a meeting with the City of Erlanger on Saturday May 12 at 9AM to discuss 911 dispatch services.

· Eggs and Issues will be held Tuesday May 15 at Receptions in Erlanger commencing at 7:15 AM.  The topic will be BEST awards of which the City is a sponsor.
· Municipal Government League of Northern Kentucky will meet Thursday May 17 at 6PM at the Southgate Community Center with the topic being occupational license fee ordinance updates and information on the infrastructure authority.

· A police memorial will take place Friday May 18 at 10AM near the fork in the road as one would enter the suspension bridge in Covington.

· Kenton County Mayor’s Group will meet Saturday May 19, 9AM at the Gardens in Park Hills

· Council will meet briefly Monday May 21 to have a picture taken.  This will be considered a special meeting, although no business will be discussed or any actions taken.
· The regularly scheduled council meeting for June 14 needs to be moved to June 7 due to scheduling conflicts.  Motion to cancel the June 14 meeting and schedule a special council meeting on June 7 made by Mr. Laird, seconded by Mr. Sommerkamp.  Ayes carried.
CITY ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT
1) Personnel committee meeting Wednesday May 23 at 5:30 PM.  
2) Ethics committee meeting Tuesday May 29 at 4PM.
3) Neighborhood watch meeting at the City Building Tuesday May 29 at 7PM.  
OLD BUSINESS 
None. 
NEW BUSINESS 

A. First Reading of Ordinance 2007-5-1 – Fiscal Year 2007-2008 Budget
Committee chairs were asked by Mr. Laird to review figures.  Second reading will be next month.
B.
Resolution 2007-5-2 – To oppose the location of the Kenton County Detention Center on Centre View Blvd.

Mayor Meier asked Mary Ann Stewart to read the resolution in its entirety.  Motion made by Mr. Sommerkamp to accept the resolution and send a copy to the Kenton County Fiscal Court and the location committee, seconded by Mr. Kramer.  Ayes carried
Mr. Sommerkamp then brought up that he would like to have a financial retreat in the near future to have the City’s past and future revenue and expenditure patterns, forecasts, and accounting methods explained.  
Mr. Sommerkamp also mentioned that the City Administrator has been asked to renew negotiations with the 3 interested companies, Hemmer Co., Ashley Development, and Quast, for the approximate 900’ of unlighted Centreview Blvd.  Hemmer Co. will install streetlights from Rhine Valley Lane to the end of Centreview Blvd., but from the private drive and Rhine Valley Lane, it will remain unlighted.  
COMMITTEE REPORTS

Public Works – Mr. Sommerkamp reported that:

· Legends Way has received crack sealing treatment.

· During the annual “drive-through” it was noted that sections of paving needed replaced on some streets.  It is anticipated that will be done in early summer.

· The Kentucky Transportation Cabinet is discussing suggestions that include extending the southbound Turkeyfoot Road “stacking lane extension” that the City funded two years ago from E I-275 to Dudley Road.  Another idea was to build a second left turn lane from northbound Turkeyfoot Road onto the entrance ramp to West I-275.  The initial proposal of constructing an additional lane on northbound Turkeyfoot Road from Villa Madonna Drive to US Bank would have cost approximately $500,000.  All aforementioned suggestions could cost around 2.5M.  With none of the proposals mentioned in the Kentucky Transportation Cabinet’s six year plan, the City must now lobby in Frankfort for discretionary funding to commence building an additional lane on northbound Turkeyfoot Road from College Park Drive to E I-275.

· Thomas More Parkway needs resurfacing within the next fiscal year with the installation of a subsurface drain where water ascends through pavement, preceding the resurfacing project.  A subsurface drain may be needed on Horsebranch Road as well.

· Crestview Hills Mall Road is being studied to develop possible solutions to traffic problems.
· The City will receive bids for improvements to Summit Drive paving, including concrete curb and gutter along the north side and resurfacing from Dixie Highway to Dixie Lane.  Sealed bids will be received and opened at 4PM on Wednesday June 6.
Police Authority – Mr. Kramer commended Chief Herbst on the Police Authority receiving the recommendation for another five years of accreditation.

Economic Development – If there is any business to discuss, the meeting will be moved to Tuesday June 5.

Fire/EMS  –  Mayor Meier noted that a tour was taken of the latest facilities, equipment, and personnel at Ft. Mitchell Fire Department.
Recreation –  Mrs. Bright confirmed the following dates:
· Friday, May 25th, 7:10 P.M., vs. Pittsburgh Pirates in the Club seats, section 307.  All 30 tickets are sold.
· Saturday, June 9th, 7:10 P.M., vs. Cleveland Indians, field seating behind third base in Section 113.  There are about 18 tickets available @ $20.00 per ticket.  Price includes admission to the game only.  Transportation and food on your own.    
· Saturday, July 7th, 7:10 P.M., vs. Arizona Diamondbacks on the Party Deck.  Tickets are sold out. 
· Florence Freedom games have been scheduled.  The first date is Monday, June 18th, at 6:00 P.M., at a cost of $5.00 per ticket.  It is dollar hot dog and soft drink night at Champion Window Field.  The second date is Sunday, June 29th, at 6:00 P.M., at a cost of $10.00 per ticket.  This game features seating at the Party Deck and includes a buffet from Shane’s Ribs and a Blues Brothers show.
· The annual picnic and golf at Summit to be held August 7.
· Watercolor classes are being scheduled.

· The next committee meeting will be Wednesday May 23.
Communications – Mr. Groth stated that another newsletter should be mailed next week.  
Building –  Issues are still present throughout the building.
Motion to adjourn the council meeting made at 9:11 PM by Mr. Laird, seconded by Mr. Kramer.  Ayes carried.
____________________________                     ______________________________

Mayor Paul W. Meier                                       City Clerk C.R. Wirthlin 
